
Town of Delaware Town Board 

Regular Board Meeting 

April 13, 2016 
 

Members Present: 

Edward T. Sykes, Supervisor 

Alfred Steppich, Councilman  

Cindy Herbert, Councilwoman 

 John Gain, Councilman  

Christopher Hermann, Councilman 

 

Also present: Tess McBeath, Town Clerk; James McElroy, Building Inspector/CEO; Renée 

Ozomek, Assessor; Kenneth C. Klein, Town Attorney. 

 

Supervisor Sykes opened the regular meeting at 7:00 p.m.  

 

RESOLUTION #21-2016 – ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES:  Minutes of the March 9, 2016 

meeting were approved on motion of Councilman Gain, seconded by Councilwoman Herbert and 

carried unanimously. 

 

BUILDING INSPECTOR/CEO:   Mr. McElroy reported one new house; permit activity is 

picking up.  He’s been busy with large scale solar and bringing our zoning up to speed.  The 

Planning Board will review the zoning changes and present it to the Town Board.  He has 

requests for five solar farms to go in.  They need 3 phase, so the distance from that to the solar 

panel installation is a factor of where it’s going to be.  The subdivision in Kenoza Lake is also 

before the Planning Board.   

 

TOWN CLERK:  (1) March receipts totaled $1,484 with $1,471 turned over to the Supervisor.  

Of that, $1,000 was building fees.  (2) Taxes collected through March 31 totaled $4,015,924.35, 

with 81.38% of the warrant paid.  (3) Litterpluck is April 23-May 1 and there are bags at Town 

Hall.  (4) The Town Code will be finalized soon and the draft sent back to General Code. 

 

HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT:  No report.  

 

ASSESSORS:  Renée Ozomek spoke of (1) a solar panel valuation class she’s attending prior to 

the Planning Board meeting.  (2) She attended a webinar on the STAR conversion; all new Basic 

STAR applicants won’t get a break on their school taxes, instead they’ll register with the State 

and get a check.  (3) The change of assessment notices have resulted in many calls, emails and 

meetings.  She’s doing a lot of explaining about the equalization rates; people see the increase of 

assessment but don’t look at the full market value.  (4) Mrs. Ozomek explained how a 

revaluation is done; how she can only look at sales in our town.  For grievances, comparable 

sales can be used outside of the Town but within the school district.  (5) Change of assessment 

letters will go out the last week of April.  The Board of Assessment Review (BAR) will be 

taking appointments for the May 24 Grievance Day, rather than accepting walk-ins. 

 

GRANTS REPORT:  Councilwoman Herbert reported that Callicoon has received the Historic 

District designation.  Supervisor Sykes mentioned that Dave Ohman is pulling together a bid 

package for the sidewalks, and will have railroad square done in the next couple of months.  

Regarding the grant for the salt shed, whatever we do at the new location will require a 

stormwater management plan which costs approx. $25,000. 

 

CALLICOON BUSINESS ASSOCIATION:  Lynne Fred and Katrina Graby attended and 

informed the Board that (1) Sullivan Renaissance approved a $1,500 grant plus funds for annual 

flowers and bulbs in the Fall.  (2) There is some maintenance needed in the Callicoon Creek 

Park; they need more chips and gravel.  Their events for 2016 are the Country Fair on July 3, 

Artwalk October 9 and Dickens on the Delaware December 10. (3) Ms. Graby is taking over 

organizing the Tractor Parade this year. 

 

UDC REPRESENTATIVE:   No report.  

 

SUPERVISOR’S REPORT:   Supervisor Sykes said we’ve set the clean-up with Jeff Sanitation 

for May 21 and 22; he requested a resolution: 

 

RESOLUTION #22-2016:  TOWN CLEAN-UP:  Moved by Councilman Gain, seconded by 

Councilwoman Herbert to authorize participation in the Sullivan County municipal clean-up 

program, hire Jeff Sanitation as the hauler, and set the clean-up for May 21 and 22, 2016 at the 

Town Highway barn.  Motion carried unanimously. 
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Supervisor Sykes mentioned the property on Route 17B, the woman who owns an adjoining 

parcel about 100’x200’ would like to give it to the Town.   

 

RESOLUTION #23-2016:  PROPERTY DONATION, STATE ROUTE 17B: 

Moved by: Councilman Gain 

Seconded:  Councilman Steppich 

 RESOLVED, that the Town Board accept the gracious offer of donating that piece of 

property to the Town of Delaware.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

OLD BUSINESS:  None. 

NEW BUSINESS:   
 

a. RESOLUTION #24-2016:  FOR NYS RETIREMENT TO ESTABLISH STANDARD 

WORKDAY:   

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town of Delaware hereby establishes the following as a 

standard work day for elected and appointed officials of six hours per day and will report the 

following days worked to the New York State and Local Employees’ Retirement System based 

on the record of activities maintained and submitted by these officials to the clerk of this body: 
 

        Stan-       

        dard   Participates   

   SSN   Work  in Average 

   Last  Day  Employer's Days 

   4 Registra- (hrs/  Timekeeping Reported 

Title Name digits tion # days) Term Begins/Ends System (Y/N) (per mo.) 

          

Elected Officials:         

        

Councilman 

Christopher 

Hermann 7914 38682159 6 

1/1/2016- 

12/31/2019 N   .46 

Justice 

Charles A. 

Nystrom 2001 39524335 6 

1/1/2016 - 

12/31/2019 N  2.29 

 
          

Appointed Officials:        

          

Bookkeeper Brenda Long 9238 35327709 6 

1/1/2016- 

12/31/2017 N  20.00 

Deputy Town                                                                      

Clerk                                   Terri LaFleur 9238 35327709     6          1/1/2016- Y      .61 

                                                                              12/31/2017   

      

 

WHEREAS, in cases of elected or appointed officials where duties of the office deem it 

necessary to meet with the public outside of normal working hours, such time shall be included 

in determining actual hours worked. 

 Resolution was thereupon: 

 ADOPTED:  AYES-5, NAYS-0 

 

At the April 13, 2016 meeting of the Town Board, the following resolution was moved by  

Councilman Gain, seconded by Councilman Hermann, to wit: 

 

RESOLUTION #25-2016:  WAIVER OF THIRTY-DAY NOTICE: 

RESOLVED, that the Town of Delaware, 104 Main Street, Hortonville, New York 12745 

acknowledges that a Hotel Liquor license is being filed by Callicoon Hospitality, LLC d/b/a 

Western Hotel, 22 Upper Main Street, Callicoon, NY  12723.  The Town of Delaware waives its 

right to the 30-day hold and consents to the processing and issuance of the aforesaid license and 

does hereby grant the 30-day waiver. 

 

The question of the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly put to a vote on roll call, 

resulting as follows: 

  Supervisor Edward T. Sykes voting aye, 

  Councilwoman Cindy Herbert voting aye; 

  Councilman John Gain voting aye; 

  Councilman Christopher Hermann voting aye; and 

  Councilman Alfred Steppich voting aye 

The resolution was thereupon declared duly adopted. 
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RESOLUTION #26-2016:  PLANNING BOARD CHAIRMAN APPOINTMENT:  On motion 

of Councilman Gain, seconded by Councilwoman Herbert, it was 

 RESOLVED, that Terry Zieres be appointed as Chairman of the Planning Board.  Motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

RESOLUTION #27-2016:  PAYMENT OF BILLS:   On motion of Councilman Gain, seconded 

by Councilman Steppich, it was resolved that the bills be paid on Abstract #4-2016 in the 

following amounts: 

 Callicoon Light   Voucher #4                $        852.60 

 General Fund    Voucher #121-153          47,860.61              

Highway Fund    Voucher #71-92       81,128.16 

Kohlertown Light   Voucher #4           210.91 

Sewer #2    Voucher #41-53                8,685.52 

Resolution was thereupon APPROVED:  AYES-4, NAYS-0. 

 

ADJOURNMENT:  With no further business, on motion of Councilman Gain, seconded by 

Councilwoman Herbert, the meeting adjourned at 7:35 p.m. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  Tom Kappner informed the Board about a bus tour to highlight 

agriculture in the county. Regarding the Coordinator position, they’ve done seven phone 

interviews and selected three finalists; the position of Agri-Business Retention and Expansion 

Coordinator was offered to a woman from Port Jervis.  She’s a dairy farmer and worked for 

Orange County Cooperative Extension where she helped turn a struggling dairy farm into a 

successful creamery.  Next step is to check references and begin contract negotiations. 

 

      Respectfully submitted, 

     

      ___________________________________ 

      Tess McBeath, RMC 

Town Clerk 


