
Town of Delaware Town Board 

Regular Board Meeting 

February 10, 2016 
 

Members Present: 

Edward T. Sykes, Supervisor 

Cindy Herbert, Councilwoman 

 Alfred Steppich, Councilman 

John Gain, Councilman  

Christopher Hermann, Councilman 

 

Also present: Tess McBeath, Town Clerk; James McElroy, Building Inspector/CEO; Renée 

Ozomek, Assessor; Kenneth C. Klein, Town Attorney. 

 

Supervisor Sykes opened the regular meeting at 7:00 p.m.  

 

BUILDING INSPECTOR/CEO:   Mr. McElroy reported 138 open permits and 3 open 

violations.  The Callicoon Flea Market will be re-opening under a new lease; they want to put a 

tent in the back of the building, hold auctions and rent to vendors in summer.  There are other 

issues that need a closer look so Mr. McElroy is referring him to the Planning Board for a special 

use permit.   

 

The Supervisor and Mr. McElroy have been discussing solar farms.  One person in town signed a 

lease so we have to be prepared to address it.  The Planning Board will be reviewing it next 

week; Mr. McElroy has been researching laws in the Town of Warwick and also Massachusetts.   

 

Mr. Zieres mentioned they would have to take a look at the zoning, there’s not much in the 

Zoning Law except for rooftops.  May want to update the zoning. 

 

There are two meetings scheduled on solar farms, one on Feb. 29 for town officials and another 

on March 2 at the County.  The March 2
nd

 meeting is for code enforcement regarding zoning for 

large scale solar projects.   

 

Supervisor Sykes mentioned that 485-b exemptions are the other issue.  Attorney Klein provided 

information on the exemption, and informed the Board that the Town can opt out of the 15-year 

tax exemption that automatically goes to solar farms.  Harold Roeder mentioned that there may 

be special provisions for the river corridor and the UDC should be contacted. 

 

RESOLUTION #10-2016 – ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES:  Minutes of the January 13, 2016 

meeting were approved on motion of Councilman Gain, seconded by Councilwoman Herbert and 

carried unanimously. 

 

TOWN CLERK:  (1) January receipts totaled $1,709 with $1,676 turned over to the Supervisor.  

Of that, $1,114 was building fees.  (2) We’ve received a letter from the Scenic Byway thanking 

you for your municipal contribution. (3) January taxes collected totaled $2,284,448.73.  (4)  The 

Clerk commended her deputies on the help they provided during January.  (5) The draft code 

document should be arriving from General Code soon; then it will be proofed by us, send it back 

and they’ll print the final code books. (6) 4) The Clerk requested authorization to attend the NYS 

Town Clerk’s Assn conference in April.  Permission granted on motion of Councilman Steppich, 

seconded by Councilman Gain and approved.  

 

HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT:  Mr. Eschenberg did not attend.  

 

ASSESSORS:  Mrs. Ozomek reported that the change of assessment notices will be going out 

the first week in March.  Regarding the Senior (AGED) exemption, the county and town 

approved the new income limits but Sullivan West isn’t going to do anything this year.  This 

means that there will be a greater exemption on the January bill than on September.  We’ve had a 

few more people qualify since the limits were raised. 

 

GRANTS REPORT:  Councilwoman Herbert reported that the meeting on the historic district 

will be held March 1 upstairs at the library. All property owners within the proposed district 

received letters about the meeting.  March 22 the application goes to Albany to see if Callicoon 

gets the designation. 

 

CALLICOON BUSINESS ASSOCIATION:  Isaac Green-Diebboll is no longer with the CBA.  

Irene Nickolai is President, Katrina Graby, VP, Jeff Weyer, Lynne Freda, and Nuneh Frye are on 

the Executive Board, Alexis Siroc is Secretary and Tom Dent remains as Treasurer. 
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UDC REPRESENTATIVE:   Harold Roeder told the Board that the water is just below the 

median line. He reviewed the hydrology report and reported that the reservoirs are at 83.3%.  It 

was interesting to note that even with no snow pack, the Delaware River Basin folks reported 

that the level was at 64.7% at the same time last year.  Mr. Roeder mentioned the UDC 

reorganization and the April 24 awards banquet.  Mr. Roeder has been named Vice Chair for the 

Operations Committee. 

 

SUPERVISOR’S REPORT:   Supervisor Sykes mentioned that Mr. McElroy intends to present 

the new fee schedule to the Board next month.  The Supervisor spoke of the large solar arrays v. 

residential solar panels.  One of the things that make it plausible is the tax exemption – it grants a 

full value exemption for 15 years.  Mrs. Ozomek can set an assessment value but we won’t see 

any tax dollars for 15 years. 

 

Mrs. Ozomek stated that we have 1,166 exemptions and we have a little over 2,000 parcels.  The 

Clerk mentioned that 24% of Delaware’s properties are tax exempt. 

 

Attorney Ken Klein said the issue is commercial versus residential.  It’s more than just putting a 

few panels on a roof.  A protocol needs to be set up; a methodology to require commercially 

developed solar to make payment in lieu of taxes (PILOT) payments.  However, there’s not 

much information available on how to implement PILOT programs; Supervisor Sykes suggested 

he contact the IDA.  Councilman Steppich mentioned that the exemption is good for 15 years but 

the contracts are for 40 years. 

 

Supervisor Sykes is having a meeting with Ian Liefer; he was the individual who had a birthday 

party for 500 people.  He wants to do it again.  The Supervisor doesn’t like what he did; in Ken’s 

opinion it was subterfuge.  Mr. Liefer had a website promoting the event; tickets had to be 

purchased, etc.  It was determined he needs to go before the Planning Board because the event is 

a special use subject to zoning.  Although there were no major problems, there could be huge 

impacts – traffic, health and safety issues, emergency access issues (fire, ambulance, and police). 

 

The engineer is going to meet with the Supervisor on the 19
th

 on a few things – develop specs for 

the sidewalks, railroad square, site plan for the highway department, sewer plant.  With regard to 

the railroad grant project, the State wants a SEQRA review.  The Town Board will be lead 

agency; it should be an unlisted action according to Attorney Klein. 

 

COUNCIL COMMENT:  None. 

OLD BUSINESS:  None. 

 

NEW BUSINESS:   
 

a. RESOLUTION #11-2016:   SEWER UNIT CHANGE, SBL: 7.-5-21: 

Moved by: Councilman Gain  

Seconded: Councilwoman Herbert 

RESOLVED, that a sewer unit change be made to SBL: 7.-5-21 owned by Jacqueline and 

Kevin Graham.  The house as demolished.  Maintenance unit should be changed to zero; Capital 

should be changed to .25 units. Resolution adopted unanimously. 

  

b. RESOLUTION #12-2016:   SEWER UNIT CHANGE, SBL: 14.-5-26.1: 

Moved by: Councilman Gain  

Seconded: Councilman Steppich 

RESOLVED, that a sewer unit change be made to SBL: 14.-5-26.1 owned by 24 Upper 

Main, LLC.  The building was renovated after a fire and now has two kitchens.  The change will 

increase both the Capital and Maintenance units from 1.00 to 2.00.  Resolution unanimously 

carried. 

 

c. Supervisor Sykes spoke of the good service we receive from JPK-Environmental; the 

price is good and they take the headaches off of us.  If we build a new sewer plant within the 

next five years he wants Bernie Lohman and JPK-Environmental to be part of the Committee. 

 

 

RESOLUTION #13-2016:  JPK-ENVIRONMENTAL CONTRACT: 

Moved by: Councilman Gain 

Seconded: Councilwoman Herbert 
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RESOLVED, that the contract with JPK-Environmental be renewed for five additional 

years.  Resolution carried AYES-5, NAYS-0 

 

d. RESOLUTION #14-2016: DESIGNATION OF LEAD AGENCY: 

 On motion of Councilman Gain, seconded by Councilwoman Herbert, that the Town 

Board be designated lead agency for the Railroad Square project.  Resolution APPROVED:  

AYES-5, NAYS-0. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  Tom Kappner told the Board that WJFF is airing a series of programs 

on The Changing Face of Agriculture, a film he and Isaac are collaborating on.  They’re 

highlighting the diversity and potential of the agricultural sector; the changes taking place.  It’s   

on weekly Saturdays at 7:30 a.m. and rebroadcast Mondays at 2 p.m.  90.5 FM  It’s also on 

www.wjffradio.org, click on audio archives, then Farm and Country. 

 

Isaac Green-Diebboll spoke of the Fire Advisory Board; they expect the radio tower to be 

operational a year from now, and have it running smoothly by 2018. 

 

Supervisor Sykes mentioned he spoke to Dave Whalen of Time Warner Cable to find out where 

they are with the grants; they’re still waiting on the state. 

 

RESOLUTION #15 -2016:  PAYMENT OF BILLS:   On motion of Councilman Gain, seconded 

by Councilwoman Herbert, it was resolved that the bills be paid on Abstract #2-2016 in the 

following amounts: 

 

 Callicoon Light   Voucher #2            $     1,108.58 

 General Fund    Voucher #47-91            826,537.63                    

Highway Fund    Voucher #28-47       87,689.54 

Kohlertown Light   Voucher #2           217.26 

Sewer #1    Voucher #1      49,647.00         

Sewer #2    Voucher #14-26                7,906.49 

Resolution was thereupon APPROVED:  AYES-5, NAYS-0. 

 

ADJOURNMENT:  With no further business, on motion of Councilman Steppich, seconded by 

Councilman Gain, the meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

      Respectfully submitted, 

     

      ___________________________________ 

      Tess McBeath, RMC 

      Town Clerk 

http://www.wjffradio.org/

