
Town of Delaware Town Board 

REORGANIZATIONAL BOARD MEETING 

January 13, 2016 – 6:45 p.m. 
 

Swearing in Ceremony: All newly elected officials were sworn in by 

Hon. Daniel Briggs, County Clerk 

 

Supervisor Sykes opened the reorganizational meeting at 6:45 p.m. and reviewed the following: 

 

REORGANIZATIONAL APPOINTMENTS/RE-APPOINTMENTS 

 

Building Inspector/ 

  Code Enforcement Officer  James McElroy   $26,000.00 

Bookkeeper    Brenda Long      28,350.00 

Bookkeeper Assistant   Lillian Bauernfeind     24,881.00 

Registrar    Lillian Bauernfeind       3,090.00 

Budget Officer   Edward T. Sykes       2,000.00 

County Planning Board  Jerry Euker 

Fire Advisory Board Rep.  Isaac Green-Diebboll 

E-911 Representative   James McElroy 

Office for the Aging  

  Representative   Eleanor Glassel 

Town Attorney   Kenneth C. Klein, Esq.    23,393.00 

Planning & Zoning Attorney  Kenneth C. Klein, Esq. 

Court V&T Attorney   Kenneth C. Klein, Esq.      6,000.00 

Court Clerk    Sally Creegan        8,343.00 

Court Constable   Roy Sumfleth              15/hr 

Cleaning Service   Linda Eschenberg            50/wk 

Dog Control Officer   Ray Swack/Bonnie Swack        200/dog 

Town Engineer   Delaware Engineering, P.C. 

Marriage Officer   H. John Kramer, Retired Justice 

Assessor    Renée Ozomek     40,000.00 

Data Collector    Thomas Totten            15/hr 

Board of Assessment Review: 

     Noreen Mudge             20/hr 

     Edmund Raum             20/hr 

     Vincent Alukonis             20/hr 

     David Knudsen             20/hr 

     Jason Hofer              20/hr 

Grants Coordinator   Kara McElroy              20/hr 

Historian    Cindy Herbert 

Deputy Supervisor   Alfred Steppich 
Deputy Town Clerk/Tax Collector Joanne Maloney                        14/hr 

Deputy Town Clerk/Tax Collector Terri LaFleur              14/hr 

Deputy Building Inspector/CEO Gregg Semenetz             12/hr 

Deputy Superintendent of Highways Michael Eschenberg 

Upper Delaware Council Rep. Harold G. Roeder, Jr.        1,200.00 

 Alternate   David Peters 

Scenic Byway Representative  Rosie DeCristofaro 

 Alternate   Robin Mailey 

Planning Board: 

 Chairman   Gerald Euker 

Secretary   Lillian Bauernfeind              15/hr 

 Members   Terry Zieres 

     Kara McElroy 

     David Peters 

     Warren Blumenthal 

 Alternate:   Brad Walrod 

 

Zoning Board: 

 Chairman   Joseph Schultz  

 Secretary   Lillian Bauernfeind    $15/hr. 

     Linda Roche 

     Kristin Porter 

     Bonnie Cunningham 

     Brad Walrod 
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ELECTED OFFICIALS 

 

Supervisor    Edward T. Sykes   $18,000.00 

Council    Cindy Herbert        3,305.50 

     Alfred Steppich       3,305.50 

John Gain        3,305.50 

     Christopher Hermann       3,305.50 

Town Clerk/Tax Collector  Tess McBeath      35,000.00 

Justice     Charles A. Nystrom     12,731.00 

     Eric  Nystrom      12,731.00 

Superintendent of Highways  William Eschenberg     46,715.00 

 

 

All regular Board meetings of the Town of Delaware Town Board for 2016 are to be held on the 2nd 

Wednesday of each month, except such special meetings requested by the Supervisor or the Town 

Board.  Said meetings shall commence at 7:00 p.m. and are to be held in the Town of Delaware 

Municipal Building, 104 Main Street, Hortonville, NY.   

 

All mileage connected with the Town of Delaware work by the town officials shall be in accordance 

with the Internal Revenue Service prevailing rate. 

 

The official depositories for the Town monies will be (1) Jeff Bank, Callicoon, NY; (2) Catskill 

Hudson Bank, Callicoon, NY; and (3) NBDC Bank, Callicoon, NY. 

 

Edward T. Sykes, Supervisor and Alfred Steppich, Councilman and Deputy Supervisor, shall be 

authorized as signatories for each fund account. 

 

The Supervisor shall be authorized to pre-pay for postage and to pay utilities and service contracts 

when due. 

  

At the determination of the Supervisor, all accounts are to be interest bearing and the Supervisor is 

directed to invest idle funds in Certificates of Deposit at his discretion. 

 

That Edward T. Sykes, Town Supervisor, be authorized to purchase equipment and supplies for the 

Town, not to exceed $20,000.00, and in accordance with the Town procurement policy. 

 

That William Eschenberg, Superintendent of Highways, be authorized to purchase tools, implements, 

and equipment for the Town Highway Department maintenance and snow removal, not to exceed 

$20,000.00, and in accordance with the Town procurement policy. 

 

The Town designate the Sullivan County Democrat as its official newspaper. 

 

The Town will continue its membership in the: 

 

 ° Association of Towns 

 ° Upstate New York Association of Towns 

 ° New York State Planning Federation 

 ° New York State Magistrates Association 

 ° Sullivan County Supervisor's Association 

 ° New York State Assessor's Association 

 ° Sullivan County Assessor's Association 

 ° Orange-Sullivan Town Clerk's Association 

 ° New York State Town Clerk’s Association 

 ° Sullivan County Tax Collector’s Association 

 ° NYS Assocation of Tax Receivers and Collectors 

 ° NYS Association of Local Government Records Officers 

 ° Association of Public Historians of New York State 

 ° Tri-County Chapter of New York State Building Officials 

 ° New York State Assoc. of Town Superintendents of Highways, Inc. 

 

The Building Inspector shall be required to attend and participate in all meetings of the Town, i.e., 

Planning Board, Zoning Board of Appeals, Town Board. 
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The Town Board shall review the investment and procurement policies for possible changes as needed. 

 

The Town Board shall review the Emergency Management Plan prior to the April Board meeting. 

 

The Bookkeeper shall be the primary person to hold access to the Federal Treasury for the purposes of 

drawing down funds required for any Community Block Grants. 

 

Earl Bertsch be retained as the financial consultant for the Town and to assist in the preparation of the 

Annual Report at a per diem rate of $25.00 per hour. 

 

Thomas Shepstone be retained as the planner for the Town at a per diem rate of $115.00 per hour plus 

out-of-pocket expenses. 

 

The Court Constable shall receive $15.00 per hour on a per diem basis. 

 

That the positions of Deputy Supervisor, Deputy Town Clerk/Tax Collector (2), Deputy 

Superintendent of Highways and Deputy Building Inspector be created. 

 

 

REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

 

Supervisor Sykes opened the regular meeting. 

 

RESOLUTION #1-2016:  ACCEPT RE-ORGANIZATIONAL APPOINTMENTS/RE-

APPOINTMENTS:  Councilman John Gain made motion, seconded by Councilwoman Cindy Herbert, 

to accept the Re-organizational Appointments/Re-appointments as presented.  Resolution carried 

unanimously.  Resolution carried:  AYES-5, NAYS-0. 

 

GUEST TO THE BOARD:  David Bodenstein of Mike Preis Insurance reviewed the NYMIR 

insurance proposal for 2016.  Supervisor Sykes asked if the umbrella goes over the public officials 

liablity-yes, and Councilman Steppich asked if he should be listed under the crime section excess as he 

signs checks-yes.  Councilman Steppich pointed out that our premiums have decreased substantially 

since 2002.  Mr. Bodenstein mentioned that NYMIR offers online classes; they have SOP’s that can be 

reviewed; he thought the Board might be interested. 

 

RESOLUTION #2-2016:  NYMIR INSURANCE RENEWAL:  Motion by Councilman Gain, 

seconded by Councilman Steppich: 

 RESOLVED, that the 2016 insurance renewal with NYMIR be accepted.  Resolution carried 

AYES-4, NAYS-0.  

 

GUEST TO THE BOARD:  Xzerta Energy Representatives Pete Dolgos and John Scmauch 

introduced the Board to Delaware River Solar; local resident Richard Winter is CEO.  Mr. Dolgos and 

Mr. Scmauch have been purchasing or leasing land for community solar platforms since 2010, 

primarily in Massachusetts. New York  is just opening up, and they are interesed in purchasing 

property or in some cases lease property (10 acres and up) to build a solar array.   

 

Mr. Dolgos mentioned that not every piece of property is suitable for solar; they do their due diligence 

- send in a surveyor and engineer to make sure the sun is shining the right way, no wetlands or habitats.  

Their primary concern is the distance to the grid, which determines the cost.  After they’ve vetted it 

they submit their applications to NYSEG who has to confirm that it can connect to the grid, and at 

what cost.  They move forward with landowner and execute their options to either lease or buy.  They 

meet with the Planning Boards.  At the end of six months they should know if the site is viable.    The 

distance to the substation or power lines is ciritical to making it work. They’ll suggest a connecction 

point, NYSEG will say it will work for 1 megawatt or 2 megawatts.   

 

Xzerta Energy needs to lease 5 acres for every megawatt of power that will be produced.  The 

community solar program is limited to a 2 megawatt project on a site, which would require 10 acres.  If 

the utility line or substation they are hooking into can handle more than 2 megawatts of power they 

could theoretically put two projects side by side and lease 20 acres on one site for a total of 4 

megawatts of power. 
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There was discussion of the mass mailing sent by Cypress Creek to 6,700 Sullivan County taxpayers 

with acreage; Xzerta isn’t looking for 40 year contracts.  They feel as a smaller company they’re more 

open to working with the landowners. 

 

 

RESOLUTION #3-2016:  APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   

Moved by: Councilwoman Cindy Herbert 

Seconded: Councilman Chris Hermann 

 RESOLVED that the minutes of December 9, 2016 be approved as written.  Motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

BUILDING INSPECTOR/CEO:  No report.  

 

TOWN CLERK:  (1)  December receipts totaled $1,404. with $1.389. turned over to the Supervisor.  

Of that, $1,115 was building fees.  (2) The Clerk has additional information from the Assn of Towns 

about their annual meeting and training school.  (3) Both Bethel Woods and Hospice of Orange and 

Sullivan Counties have sent letters; they’re desperately looking for volunteers.  (4)  The tax warrant for 

this year is $4,936,759.51.  (5) We received a copy of the County’s Farmland Protection Plan. 

 

HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT:  No report. 

 

ASSESSOR:  Renée Ozomek reported that exemptions have been coming in; she’s very busy.  She 

plans to mail disclosure notices in February.  Mrs. Ozomek wanted the Board to know that one senior 

couple qualified for the AGED exemption since the income limits were changed.  Mrs. Ozomek said so 

far so good on the reval; it’s a lot of work. 

 

GRANTS UPATE:  Councilwoman Herbert reported that Kathleen LaFrank and Neil Larson are 

going to hold an informational meeting about the Historic District March 1 from 6-8 p.m. at the library.  

 

UDC REPRESENTATIVE:  Harold Roeder reported that (1) the three dams are at 81% capacity, 89 

billion gallons above drought watch.  (2) Fred Peckman from Hancock is the new Chair of the UDC.  

(3) A NYS Geological Survey geologist addressed the UDC about a mapping session.  Our river basin 

hasn’t had a survey in 100 years.  He spoke of overall geology from the ice age on.  (4) Mr. Roeder 

thought it was interesting that all along the North Branch of the Callicoon Creek (Hortonville) is all 

sand if you dig down. 

 

SUPERVISOR’S REPORT:   Supervisor Sykes had some bad news to report; NYS Homeland 

Security and Emergency Services sent us a letter that our Kohlertown flood mitigation project was not 

funded.  

 

We did get a $50,000 grant from Senator Bonacic for development of the highway department site.  

The Supervisor spoke with Dave Ohman, he said we need a stormwater plan that requires DEC 

approval, it will probably run $15,000.  Councilman Gain said we need to tell Mr. Ohman about the 

pond with the earthen dam above the site. 

 

OLD BUSINESS:  None. 

 

NEW BUSINESS:   
 

RESOLUTION #4-2016:  RE-APPOINT GERALD EUKER TO PLANNING BOARD: 

Moved by: Councilman Gain 

Seconded: Councilwoman Herbert 

 RESOLVED, that Gerald Euker be re-appointed to the Planning Board for a five-year term 

ending December 31, 2020.  Resolution carried unanimously. 

 

RESOLUTION #5-2016:  RE-APPOINT KRISTIN PORTER TO ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS: 

Moved by: Councilman Steppich 

Seconded: Councilman Gain 

 RESOLVED, that Kristin Porter be re-appointed to the Zoning Board of Appeals for a five-year 

term ending December 31, 2020.  Resolution carried unanimously. 
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RESOLUTION #6 -2016:  GENEALOGY: 

Moved by: Councilman Gain 

Seconded: Councilman Steppich 

 RESOLVED, that a fee of $20.00 per hour, with a one hour minimum, will be set for genealogy 

research services provided by the Town.  This fee includes search and uncertifieid copies or 

notification of no record.  Certified copies of vital records will be charged $10.00 per record, in 

accordance with NYS Department of Health regulations. 

 

RESOLUTION #7-2016:  AGREEMENT FOR EXPENDITURES OF HIGHWAY MONIES: 

The Supervisor presented the agreement Mr. Eschenberg had prepared, which stated that the sum of 

$205,000 is set aside for general repairs, which includes $77,276.00 to be used to pave Beechwoods 

Road to Buddenhagen Road, a distance of 1.20 miles. 

Moved by: Councilman Gain 

Seconded: Councilman Steppich 

 RESOLVED, that the Highway One agreement be approved.  Resolution carried, AYES-5, 

NAYS-0. 

 

RESOLUTION #8-2016:  REQUIRING AND APPROVING THE OFFICIAL UNDERTAKING OF 

MUNICIPAL OFFICERS: 

 

WHEREAS, various sections of the state Town Law and Public Officers Law require that 

certain municipal officials execute an Official Undertaking; and  

  

WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Delaware hereby require the Supervisor, Town 

Clerk/Tax Collector, Town Justices, Court Clerk, Building Inspector/Code Enforcement Officer, 

Highway Superintendent, Bookkeeper and Bookkeeping Assistant, Deputy Town Clerks/Tax 

Collectors to execute said Official Undertaking as required by said law;  

  

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that we, the Town Board of the Town of 

Delaware approve the document entitled "Town of Delaware Official Undertaking of Municipal 

Officers" as to its form and manner of execution  and the sufficiency of the insurance, and  

  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that said Official Undertaking containing the notarized 

signatures of those named municipal officials be filed in the Office of the Town Clerk, as well as the 

original copies of the Insurance policies indicating the sufficiency of the sureties to indemnify the 

Town against losses which may arise from failure of such officials to properly discharge their duties.  

  

Motion by Councilman John Gain, seconded by Councilwoman Cindy Herbert and adopted by a vote 

on roll call, resulting as follows: 

Supervisor Edward Sykes voting aye; 

 Councilwoman Cindy Herbert voting aye; 

 Councilman John Gain voting aye; 

Councilman Alfred Steppich voting aye; and 

Councilman Christopher Hermann voting aye. 

the resolution was thereupon declared duly adopted; AYES-5, NAYS-0.  This resolution shall take 

effect upon adoption. 

 

COUNCIL COMMENT:   None. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  Lynne Freda and Isaac Diebboll addressed the Board about concerns the 

Business Association has about people crossing the street and sidewalks with insurmountable amounts 

of snow in the roadway.  They had color photos of the areas the CBA is most concerned with.  They 

wondered if the Highway Dept. would be more mindful of creating less of a snow mound in those 

areas. 

 

There was a question of who plows the Library lot; and it was noted that the bank across the street 

doesn’t shovel their own sidewalk.  Supervisor Sykes spoke of the streetscape by the real estate office; 

they don’t clean the stairs.  Ms. Freda and Mr. Diebboll agreed that they would define a businesses 

responsibility for snow removal at their next meeting.  Meanwhile, they wondered if there was 

anything the Highway Dept. could do to help. 

 

Everyone was invited to their next meeting on the 25
th

 at 5:30 p.m. upstairs in the Library. 
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PUBLIC COMMENT:  Tom Kappner spoke of the county’s Farmland Protection Plan; he feels it’s a 

good plan with a number of priority initiatives that increases the potential of the Ag sector.  They are 

creating an Ag retention and expansion program with a paid coordinator position.  Salary is 

$40,000/year + benefits.  The cut off date for applications is the end of January.  

 

Mr. Kappner said they’re looking for an individual who is a farmer or has experience in farming. An 

individual who can talk to people and make them aware of programs out there designed to assist 

farmers such as low interest loans and grants, technical support, subsidies, etc.  Someone to meet with 

farmers to ascertain their needs and connect them with opportunities to grow their business.   

 

RESOLUTION #9 -2016:  PAYMENT OF BILLS:   On motion of Councilman Steppich, seconded by 

Councilman Gain, it was resolved that the bills be paid on Abstract #1-2016 in the following amounts: 

 

 Callicoon Light   Voucher #1            $        836.55 

 General Fund    Voucher #1-46                46,014.43                     

Highway Fund    Voucher #1-27       96,099.13 

Kohlertown Light   Voucher #1           211.77         

Sewer #2    Voucher #1-13                12,397.59 

Resolution was thereupon APPROVED:  AYES-5, NAYS-0. 

 

ADJOURNMENT:  On motion of Councilman Gain, seconded by Councilman Hermann and carried, 

the meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m. 

 

      Respectfully submitted, 

     

      ___________________________________ 

      Tess McBeath, RMC 

      Town Clerk 

   


