
Town of Delaware Town Board 

Regular Board Meeting 

March 9, 2016 
Members Present: 

Alfred Steppich, Councilman  

Cindy Herbert, Councilwoman 

 John Gain, Councilman  

Christopher Hermann, Councilman 

Members Absent: 

Edward T. Sykes, Supervisor 

Also present: Tess McBeath, Town Clerk; James McElroy, Building Inspector/CEO; Renée 

Ozomek, Assessor; Kenneth C. Klein, Town Attorney. 

 

Deputy Supervisor Steppich opened the regular meeting at 7:00 p.m.  

 

BUILDING INSPECTOR/CEO:   Mr. McElroy reported that they’re selling Phase II of 

Kenoza Lake Estates; 8 lots were bought and Phase II includes another 8 lots.  He and the 

Supervisor attended meetings on solar farms; it’s in front of the Planning Board now so they can 

develop zoning laws. 

 

GUEST TO THE BOARD:  Our Legislator Terri Ward provided a legislative report: (1) the 

Executive Committee is meeting March 10 to explore their options on sales tax revenue sharing 

with the towns.  (2) DPW Committee is meeting with LaBella Associates on the latest update 

with the jail and projected new costs.  (3) Mrs. Ward is exploring Rocky’s Law, which creates a 

registry of animal abusers along with stricter penalties.  (4) The Legislature is discussing land 

banking, where they take properties in foreclosure, transfer them to a land bank and then re-sell.  

There are Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac funds in the AG’s office which are available for these 

rehab projects.  (5) Mrs. Ward encouraged people to contact her with issues and concerns. 

 

GUEST TO THE BOARD:  Mav Moorhead addressed the Board regarding issues with the 

Highland compressor station.  She brought to the Board’s attention to the blowdowns which 

occur at compressor stations and emit concentrated chemicals in the air.   A blowdown is a 

regularly scheduled release of large quantities of methane gas as well as other chemicals and 

particulates.  The gas is not visible; the blowdowns are noisy and last for hours.  Her research 

indicates that compressor stations emit 125,000 tons of pollutants into the air each year. 

 

Mrs. Moorhead stated that 90% of the people within 3 miles of a compressor station are all 

impacted, and volatile chemicals will be carried even farther with the wind.  Mrs. Moorhead 

provided a map showing a 10-mile radius, a small portion of Delaware is included. She reported 

that Highland, Bethel and Tusten all passed resolutions against the compressor station, and 

Forestburgh and Lumberland are in the process.  Congressman Gibson wrote to the Federal 

Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) outlining his concerns with health issues associated 

with the compressor station, and called upon FERC to routinely include public health experts in 

the review process.  He stressed that workers and residents must be protected against negative 

health impacts both in the short and long term.  

 

Mrs. Moorhead noted that people are getting sick with rashes, skin/eye irritation, respiratory 

problems, gastrointestinal and neurological problems, etc.  In order to get any form of 

compensation for damages, people are required to sign non-disclosure agreements.  Mrs. 

Moorhead called for hearings with the DEC and FERC, develop baseline measurements for air, 

methane and water; complete an environmental impact study along with a health impact 

assessment.  A plan for disposal of waste needs to be developed.  Mrs. Moorhead stated that the 

impacts are huge and far reaching, and she requested the Board to join with their neighbors and 

adopt a resolution.  Deputy Supervisor Steppich told Mrs. Moorhead that the Board would take 

her concerns under advisement.  Mrs. Moorhead’s research papers are on file with the Town 

Clerk. 

 

RESOLUTION #16-2016 – ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES:  Minutes of the February 10, 2016 

meeting were approved on motion of Councilman Gain, seconded by Councilman Hermann and 

carried unanimously. 

 

TOWN CLERK:  (1) February receipts totaled $903 with $864 turned over to the Supervisor.  

Of that, $589 was building fees.  (2) Taxes collected through February 29 totaled $3,697,496.96, 

or 75% of the warrant  (4)  The mid-term progress report for the  TAG grant for codification was 

completed and sent to the UDC.  The draft code was received and is awaiting a final review,  

with submission due to General Code by April 13.  (5) The Library’s summer reading program 

would like to have a small bonfire in a portable fire pit, tell stories and roast marshmallows in the   
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park on July 19
th

.  Permission granted; insurance certificate must be provided.  (6)  We received 

a letter from the DPW stating that while they’re striping the roads, all claims regarding splatter to 

vehicles will be forwarded to the municipality; they will not be held responsible. 

 

HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT:  Mr. Eschenberg did not attend.  

 

ASSESSORS:  Mrs. Ozomek spoke of the sewer unit changes on the agenda, she said the Sewer 

Clerk and Data Collector reviewed all the sewer units and updated the information.  The change 

of assessment notices went out; they show approximately what the Town portion of the tax bill 

will increase this year.  Mrs. Ozomek noted that the equalization rate went from 65.5% to 100%.  

The intent was to bring equity, with all parcels at 100% of market value. Mrs. Ozomek requested 

that people with questions make an appointment to meet with her before April 1.   

 

GRANTS REPORT:  Councilwoman Herbert reported that the meeting on the historic district 

went well; on March 22 we will find out if Callicoon gets the designation. 

 

CALLICOON BUSINESS ASSOCIATION:  Isaac Green-Diebboll informed the Board that he 

had two meetings with the Supervisor; the CBA is applying for a Sullivan Renaissance grant to 

conduct a community survey to create a master plan for the hamlet of Callicoon. They want to 

bring the community together to address eyesores, define a vision for the future.  He wanted the 

Town to be aware as they may have to come before the Planning and Zoning Boards. 

 

UDC REPRESENTATIVE:   Harold Roeder informed the Board that (1) the water is 83 billion 

gallons above this time last year.  (2) The UDC Awards banquet is April 24.  (3) DEC is holding 

their shrub and seedling sale. (4) The UDC is writing to Penn DOT regarding fixing the 

Milanville bridge so it can be used sooner than the scheduled repair in FY 2018-19.  (5) Mr. 

Roeder spoke of a hydro-electric plant that NYC wanted to build below the Cannonsville Dam, 

now they want eight years to make a decision. They would have to apply to FERC.  NYC 

representatives were at the UDC meeting to speak on it; the fishermen are adamantly against it. 

 

SUPERVISOR’S REPORT:   Supervisor Sykes was absent. 

OLD BUSINESS:  None. 

NEW BUSINESS:   
 

a. SEQRA Review for Railroad Square project.  Attorney Ken Klein informed the Board 

that the project is an unlisted action which requires completion of the short Environmental 

Assessment Form.  Part 1 is the narrative which lists the factual circumstances of the project.  

Part 2 was reviewed with the Board and each question was answered. The determination of 

significance resulted in the following: 

 

RESOLUTION #17-2016:  SEQRA REVIEW-RAILROAD SQUARE CROSSING:   

Moved by: Councilman John Gain 

Seconded: Councilwoman Cindy Herbert 

 RESOLVED, that it is the Board’s determination to adopt a negative declaration, as the 

project is not resulting in any significant environmental impact.  Resolution adopted 

unanimously, 4-0. 

 

b. RESOLUTION #18-2016:   SEWER UNIT CHANGES, SEWER DISTRICT #1 AND 

SEWER DISTRICT #2: 

Moved by: Councilman Gain  

Seconded: Councilman Hermann 

RESOLVED, that the sewer unit changes in Sewer District #1 and Sewer District #2 be 

adopted as presented.  Resolution adopted unanimously. 

 

c. RESOLUTION #19-2016:   BUILDING SAFETY MONTH – MAY 2016: 

Moved by: Councilman Gain  

Seconded: Councilwoman Herbert 

Adopted: AYES-4, NAYS-0 

RESOLVED, that May 2016 be recognized as Building Safety Month: 

 

PROCLAMATION - Building Safety Month – May 2016 

 
 WHEREAS, our Town’s continuing efforts to address the critical issues of safety, energy 

efficiency, water conservation, and resilience in the build environment that affect our citizens, both in   
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everyday life and in times of natural disaster, give us confidence that our structures are safe and sound; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, our confidence is achieved through the devotion of vigilant guardians – building 

safety and fire prevention officials, architects,, engineers, builders, tradespeople, laborers and others in 

the construction industry – who work year-round to ensure the safe construction of buildings; and  

 

 WHEREAS, these guardians – dedicated members of the International Code Council – use a 

governmental consensus process that brings together local, state and federal officials with expertise in the 

built environment to create and implement the highest-quality codes to protect Americans in the buildings 

where we live, learn, work, worship, play; and 

 

 WHERAS, the International Codes, the most widely adopted building safety, energy and fire 

prevention codes in the nation, are used by most U.S. cities, counties and states; these modern building 

codes also include safeguards to protect the public from natural disasters such as hurricanes, snowstorms, 

tornadoes, wildland fires, floods and earthquakes; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Building Safety Month is sponsored by the International Code Council, to remind 

the public about the critical role of our communities’ largely unknown guardians of public safety – our 

local code officials – who assure us of safe, efficient and livable buildings; and  

 

 WHEREAS, “Building Codes: Driving Growth through Innovation, Resilience and Safety” the 

theme for Building Safety month 2016, encourages all Americans to raise awareness of the importance of 

building safe and resilient construction; fire prevention, disaster mitigation, water safety and 

conservation; energy efficiency and new technologies in the construction industry.  Building Safety 

Month 2016 encourages appropriate steps everyone can take to ensure that the places where we live, 

learn, work, worship and play are safe and sustainable, and recognizes that countless  lives have been 

saved due to the implementation of safety codes by local and state agencies; and  

 

 WHERAS, each year, in observance of Building Safety Month, Americans are asked to consider 

projects to improve building safety and sustainability at home and in the community, and to acknowledge 

the essential service provided to all of us by local and state building departments, fire prevention bureaus 

and federal agencies in protecting lives and properties. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, I Edward T. Sykes, Supervisor of the Town of Delaware, do hereby 

proclaim the month of May 2016 as Building Safety Month.  I encourage our citizens to join with their 

communities in participation of Building Safety Month activities. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  Tom Kappner reported that the Agricultural Farmland Protection Board 

and Sullivan County Planning are sponsoring an agricultural tour on April 22.  They wish to 

acquaint the county legislature, municipal leaders and others with the importance of agriculture 

in our community with a tour of farms in the county.  Mr. Kappner invited the Supervisor or a 

Board member to participate.   

 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  Legislator Terri Ward mentioned that they passed a resolution to have 

live streaming in the committee meetings as well as the full Legislature.  They’re exploring the 

purchase of equipment. 

 

RESOLUTION #20 -2016:  PAYMENT OF BILLS:   On motion of Councilman Gain, seconded 

by Councilwoman Herbert, it was resolved that the bills be paid on Abstract #2-2016 in the 

following amounts: 

 Callicoon Light   Voucher #3            $        852.60 

 General Fund    Voucher #92-120            53,215.07              

Highway Fund    Voucher #48-70       84,596.45 

Kohlertown Light   Voucher #3           210.91 

Sewer #2    Voucher #27- 40             18,837.67 

Resolution was thereupon APPROVED:  AYES-4, NAYS-0. 

 

ADJOURNMENT:  With no further business, on motion of Councilman Gain, seconded by 

Councilwoman Herbert, the meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

      Respectfully submitted, 

     

      ___________________________________ 

      Tess McBeath, RMC 

Town Clerk 


